
                                                                              ​      June 2018 
 
Dear Rising Sixth Graders, 
  
 Next year you are it: “The Cream of the Crop,” “Top of the Heap,”​ ​“King (and Queen) of the 
Hill!”  In order to deserve your exalted status, you must keep your mind sharp and your brain 
engaged. Here are some activities to do this summer that will make your transition to sixth grade 
easier. 
  
Language Arts​:  
Read! For your summer reading, you are required to read two books this summer. Please see the                 
“Rising Sixth Grade Summer Reading” for the instructions. ​Book One is one book that all of you are                  
asked to read and annotate. We will be completing a graded in-class project on this book when you                  
return. For ​Book Two​, you are able to pick one of the books from the list. It’s your choice! After you                     
have read this book, please complete and submit the Google Form on the book before “Meet Your                 
Teacher Day”. Even though only two books are required, the more books you read over the summer                 
the better your comprehension and vocabulary will become...so keep reading!  
  
Write!​  Keep a journal. Write postcards and letters to friends during your travels.  You can even write 
down your goals and ambitions for next year. A great way to practice both reading and math is to get 
in the kitchen and follow a recipe.  Mom or Dad can help you create a delicious treat as you sharpen 
your sequencing, measuring, and presentation skills! 
  
Social Studies​:  
Now that you have traveled the United States, it’s time to look to the world. You should become 
familiar with maps of Europe and Asia, read the newspaper, and watch the news. Knowing about the 
world of today will help you appreciate great civilizations of the past. 
  
Math: 
A summer math packet for sixth grade will be made available to you. Included are problems involving 
concepts that were taught in fifth grade at SJEDS. We would like these problems solved, showing 
work, and submitted to your teacher on the first day of school. Please attach all work and extra 
papers. This will be a great review before sixth grade.  
 
The packets will be assessed for completion and checked in class. They will not be formally graded 
with a letter grade; rather, assessed for completion. We also strongly encourage review of all basic 
multiplication and division facts.  
  
We are looking forward to having you in sixth grade next year!  We wish you a happy and healthy 
summer and look forward to seeing you in August! 
  
Sincerely, 
Your Sixth Grade Teachers 



Rising 6​th​ Grade 
Summer Reading  

 
Students in rising sixth grade are asked to read TWO books this                       
summer to help instill a love for reading and to keep their reading                         
skills sharp over the summer break. 

 
Book #1:  

All students are required to read and annotate the following book this summer. Please 
use the attached sheet to guide you on how to annotate. The first week of school you 
will be taking an AR test on this book and completing a graded in-class project. Bring 
your annotated book on the first day of school. 
 
Rising 6th Grade Required Reading Book: 
 
Loser  Spinelli, Jerry  AR Level: 4.3 

 
 

Book #2:  
 
Please choose one book from the list below. After you read the book, please complete 
and submit the Google Form entitled “Summer Reading: Book #2”. The link for this 
form is found below. This form must be completed before “Meet Your Teacher Day” on 
August 14. You will be completing an AR test on the book you read the first week of 
school. Please click here for the “Summer Reading: Book #2 Link:  ​Google Form Link  
 
Rising 6th Grade Books:  (Please choose one.) 
 
100 Year Old Secret 
(Sherlock Files) (Book 1)  

Barrett, Tracy  AR Level: 4.4 

IQ: Independence Hall 
(Book 1)  

Smith, Roland AR Level: 4.5 

A Long Walk to Water     Park, Linda Sue AR Level: 5.0 

The Egypt Game (Book 1)  Snyder, Zilpha Keatley  AR Level: 6.4 

When You Reach Me   Snead, Rebecca  AR Level: 4.5 
 
 
Please see attached for instructions on how to annotate your novel. 

https://docs.google.com/a/sjeds.org/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScHmBW5bTQzfAxVpT7HgnvkKlAB6BdWq79HMoV_zvWihu4PJg/viewform?usp=sf_link


ALWAYS ANNOTATE 
Good readers should annotate while reading 

articles, stories, novels, poems, etc. 
 

Symbols: 

1.STAR: ​the most important parts (climax, problem, solution, etc.) 

2.UNDERLINE: ​major characters, events, settings, etc.  

3.MARGINS: ​write notes/comments in the margins of the text 

4.CIRCLE: ​words/phrases that you may need to look back to 

 

Remember: ​If you annotate too much or too little you will have to reread 
the text. Annotate just right.  
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